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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: AEMR, QA 

SUBJ: RESETTLEMENT OF VIETNAMESE REFUGEES: APPROACH TO GOVERNMENT 
OF QATAR 

REF: STATE 97854; DOHA 0502 

1. ON MAY 5, GOVT OF QATAR MINISTER OF INFORMATION KAWARI 
CONVEYED TO ME AMIR S DECISION THAT IT WOULD NOT RPT NOT BE 
POSSIBLE FOR GOQ TO ACCEPT ANY VIETNAMESE REFUGEES. ACCORDING 
KAWARI. AMIR HAD TURNED DOWN SIMILAR REQUEST FROM UNHCR. 

KAWARI SAID THAT AMIR REGRETTED NEGATIVE DECISION AND HOPED 
FOR OUR UNDERSTANDING OF QATAR'S PECULIAR CIRCUMSTANCES IN 
THIS REGARD. 

2. KAWARI STATED THAT AMIR WAS PREPARED. HOWEVER, TO OFFER 
FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE TO VIETNAMESE REFUGEES, AND ASKED FOR 
SUGGESTIONS ON HOW TO CHANNEL SUCH AID. I REPLIED THAT I 
ASSUMED THAT ONE OF INTERNATIONAL REFUGEE RELIEF ORGANIZATIONS, 
SUCH AS UNHCR, MIGHT BE APPROPRIATE CHANNEL, BUT THAT I WOULD 
QUERY DEPT ON SUBJECT. 

3. ACTION REQUESTED: DEPT PLEASE PROVIDE SUGGESTIONS FOR 
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CHANNELING GOQ CONTRIBUTION FOR VIETNAMESE REFUGEE RELIEF. 
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